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What is homework and what are its aims?

· Homework is any work or activity set by teachers which students are to complete outside lesson time.
· The aim of Mathematics homework is to:

· practice and consolidate skills and understanding developed at school

· improve retention of material 

· develop the skills, confidence and motivation needed to study effectively on their own.
What does Mathematics homework consist of?
1. Types of homework

· reinforcement of class work;

· research topics and investigations;

· preparation for class work;

· ongoing revision work;

· revising for tests and exams
2. The amount of homework

To remain within the College Homework Policy guidelines, the following table provides a guide as to the amount of Mathematics homework that can be set each week for different year levels

	Year Level
	Maximum time per week 

	Year 7 & Year 8
	1 hour

	Year 9
	1.5 hours

	Year 10
	2 hours

	VCE
	3 hours with extra at peak VCE times


What feedback is provided?
Feedback will be provided on set homework tasks. A variety of approaches will be used in assessing homework and these may include: 
· Collect and Grade. 
· Completion Checks. 
· Random Problem Checks. 
· Trade, Grade and Collect. 
 At senior level, time is precious in the classroom and teachers don't have the time in class to grade every problem in class or outside class. In these classes, answer books are available at the school library and on the school intranet and students are expected to check their own homework before they come to class. Teachers then answer questions on the homework. Since the answer books are readily available, the students must show all of their work in order to receive credit for the homework. 
What is done when homework is not completed?

Homework is meaningful and necessary in order for a student to achieve mastery. Therefore, the most important thing is that the work gets done - even if it's late. 

While all homework assignments are due on the date that a teacher requires, at the teacher’s discretion, students will be allowed to show the teacher the work the following lesson (including any additional homework that may be expected that lesson) provided a note is supplied by the parent/guardian on the day that the homework is due.  
If a student does not complete homework by the second date, the student will, at the teacher’s discretion, spend time with their maths teacher to complete the homework. A “Notification of Student Meeting” form will be sent home with the student so that parents are aware of the non-completion of homework.
Appendix 1 - Detailed breakdown of homework responsibilities

	
	Teacher responsibilities are to:
	Parent/carer responsibilities are to:
	Student responsibilities are to:

	Setting homework
	· Set homework in good time and before the end of the lesson to allow students to record the task accurately in their planner and ask questions.

· Give clear guidelines about what the expected outcome should be.

· Provide a suggested structure to the task that will help learning.

· Set tasks that reflect progress made in lessons and which suit the ability of the students.

· Set homework amounts in accordance with the homework policy.
	· Check to ensure your child has understood what is expected

· Discuss any issues with your child and raise any concerns with the teacher.

· Inform your child’s teacher, via the homework diary, if the task has not been completed properly and confirm the reason for this.

· Help your child to plan homework to fit in with home activities.
	· Record homework in the student planner
· Ensure that the task is understood and ask for help if it is not before the homework deadline

· Inform your parent/carer if the task has not been completed and ask them to write the reasons in the planner

· If you are unsure about your homework check with your teacher



	Quality and length of Homework
	· Ensure that homework set follows school and departmental policy and is matched to the ability of the students.

· If homework requires the use of the internet, give only appropriate age sites; give guidance on how to use information correctly and how to put it in the students’ own language.  

· Regularly remind students about the potential use of the library computers for tasks that require a computer.

· Give guidelines about the importance, or not, of computer generated presentation for each task
	· Check that your child does not exceed the time guidelines for homework unless s/he is happy to extend the work because of his/her own interest and enjoyment.

· Encourage your child to show his/her homework to you so that you can check that s/he has made a good effort

· If possible provide a quiet area where homework can be done with the minimum distractions

· If you do not have access to a computer and the internet at home encourage your child to use the facilities at school.

· Check the requirements for the task and discourage your child from spending lots of time on fancy presentations when the content is more important.
	· Check that you have completed the task in line with what your teacher has asked for

· Ensure that the appropriate time is taken for the homework and that the time is used productively. 

· Ask the teacher/parent/carer for additional resources if needed for extended tasks

· Find resources on the Internet and summarise information in your own words, do not simply cut and paste from someone else’s work and hand it in as your own PLEASE NOTE THAT COPYING WORK FROM THE INTERNET IS AGAINST THE LAW.

· Follow the teacher’s guidance about the use of fancy presentations and make sure that you are not using them to hide poor work


	Marking Homework
	· Set deadlines to match the needs of the students.

· Avoid extending deadlines for those students who have made little or no effort to complete the task on time

· Provide a clear framework for marking (or discuss this when the task is set).

· Aim to ensure that homework will be checked/marked and returned to the student within a reasonable timeframe.
· Provide quality feedback to enable students to progress further.
	· Check that you and your child are aware of the deadlines for homework tasks and are on schedule to meet them.
· Encourage your child to show their marked homework to you and discuss it with him/her.
	· Complete your work in line with any marking guidelines or advice provided by your teacher

· Ask the teacher if you do not understand how your work has been marked

	Homework follow up
	· Check that students are acting on the advice given in the past to improve their work

· Follow up incomplete homework, and apply departmental and school sanctions.

· Keep Team coordinators up to date with any homework issues.
	· Encourage your child to follow any advice from their teacher about how to improve their work.

· Support the school in any actions taken to improve the students’ completion of homework (e.g. detentions etc)
	· Try to use advice given to you by your teacher in your next piece of homework

· If given a detention for lack of, or poor quality homework, attend it to avoid further consequences 
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